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	Title:
	Wight Coast Fossils generic risk assessment for guided Fossil and Geological tours across the Isle of Wight. 
	
	Reference Nr.
	01

	Initial Risk Assessment:
	✔
	Risk Assessment Review:
	
	Please tick ✔ as appropriate
	
	

	Description of Activity Assessed:

	This is a general risk assessment for all activities advertised and provided by Wight Coast Fossils occurring across the following localities on the Isle of Wight:

· Compton Bay - Brook Bay
· Chilton Chine - Grange Chine (Brighstone Bay)
· Shepherds’ chine - St. Catherines Lighthouse
· Shanklin Chine – Horse Ledge
· Yaverland Beach – Culver Cliff
· Thorness Bay
· Bouldnor - Yarmouth
· Fort Victoria

This risk Assessment was produced by Wight Coast Fossils and covers Public Fossil tours, National Trust Fossil Tours (run by Wight Coast Fossils), Private Fossil Tours, Huxley’s Magic Fossil Tours, Specialist Fossil Tours to St. Catherines and Shepherd’s Chine, Geological and Educational Tours and Rockpool Tours run by Wight Coast Fossils and details Hazards and Risks associated with this type of activity. 



	References to other Risk Assessments, Guidance or Policies:

	For further information please see: 

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
The management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
The Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992




	Activity
	Hazard
	Risk Groups
	Level of Risk
	Control Measures
	Remaining Risk

	
	
	
	L
	S
	R
	
	L
	S
	R

	Walking along the beach during Wight Coast Fossils activity 

	Cliffs

The cliffs all around the Isle of Wight are unstable, unpredictable, dangerous and pose a hazard to all involved. 

Hazards associated with cliffs: 
· Being hit by falling rocks and loose debris
· Getting stuck in mudslides at the base of cliffs 
· Falling from cliff edge
	A, B, C, D
	2
	5
	10
	Wight Coast Fossils guides are instructed to keep a safe distance away from the cliff edge from above and not to lead customer near to edges. 

A safety brief will be given by the guide carrying out the walk detailing the dangers of cliffs and they will relay the following control measures to the group at this time: 

· A minimum 5 metre cordon will be in place from the cliff, both customers and staff, this will be a requirement, and all persons should always keep to this distance away from the cliffs. 
· All customers will keep to the shore side of the guide whilst on the walk. 

Prior to the start of the walk guides will use their professional judgement and carry out a thorough dynamic risk assessment of the conditions to ensure the walk is safe to go ahead as scheduled. 

	1
	5
	5

	Tidal conditions 

	The sea can be dangerous and there is a risk of injury or drowning on a walk through being washed out to sea. 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	5
	10
	Tide times will be checked before walks are advertised, this will ensure walks are carried out at low tide, or as close to low tide as practicably possible. 

Each guide will arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of the walk and using their professional judgement, carry out a thorough dynamic risk assessment of the conditions to ensure a walk is possible.
Walks will always be booked at low-tide or a falling tide, they will never be booked on an incoming tide, this will ensure there is the most beach possible for the walks. 

Groups will be instructed during the safety brief to avoid the sea and not enter the water at any point through the duration of the walk. 

Wight Coast Fossils guides will have a basic understanding of the Water Rescue hierarchy of Shout/Talk, reach, encouraging the person to swim back towards shore or to swim to a spot of safety but do not have the capabilities to conduct a water rescue themselves. In the event of an accident the Fire Service will be mobilised to undertake rescue. 
	1
	5
	5

	Weather Conditions
	Strong winds can cause a slips trip and falls hazard, cliff falls hazard, and an amplified sea swell.

Heavy Rain, hypothermia hazard, slips, trips and falls hazard due to being cold.

Extreme heat and strong sun, dehydration hazard dizziness and fainting this could also lead to musculoskeletal injuries.

Rough sea conditions, cliff fall hazard, amplified tidal conditions posing risk of being washed out to sea. 

One or more of these Hazards could make the beach conditions dangerous for both guides and groups. 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	5
	10
	Prior to the start of every walk the guide will arrive 15 minutes early and conduct their own dynamic risk assessment of the conditions using their professional judgement. They will then assess if the walk can go ahead. 

Walks will not be run in winds with gusts over 40mph. 

Guides will carry water bottles in their rucksack to mitigate the risk of dehydration, if anyone from the group indicates they are feeling dehydrated the guide can then offer out water. Guides will also carry suncream within their rucksack should it be necessary. 

In the confirmation email groups will be advised to wear appropriate clothing for the conditions. 

Walks will not be run in stormy conditions. 
	1
	5
	5

	Walking along the beach during Wight Coast Fossils Walk

	Unexploded ordinance

During World War II the Isle of Wight was in a very strategic location and played a pivotal role in the war. Due to this there is the potential on many beaches on the Island to encounter unexploded ordinance. 

This poses an explosion hazard. 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	5
	10
	Customers must alert a guide immediately if encountering unexploded material. 

The guide will establish a 25-metre cordon on the beach to ensure no one gets close. 

The guide will ensure no one makes contact with the object and will call the appropriate authorities. 

This will ensure no-one is within the risk area in case the device/object explodes. 
	1
	5
	5

	Walking along the beach during Wight Coast Fossils Walk 

	Suspicious items washed onto the beach by the sea. 

Depending on the nature of the object this could pose a Chemical, biological, radiological hazard. 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	5
	10
	On discovery Wight Coast Fossils guides will ensure no-one makes contact with the object/substance. They will also establish a 25m cordon as the nature of dissemination would be unknown. 

The appropriate authorities will be called by the guide, and the guide will keep an eye on all persons who had come into close contact with the substance/object until emergency services arrive. 
	1
	5
	5

	Walking along the beach during Wight Coast Fossils Walk 

	Slips, trips and falls on loose rocks, clays, in-situ bedding, ledges, rockpools, sandstones, and washed in material. 
	A, B, C, D
	3
	3
	9
	A safety brief will be conducted by guides prior to the start of the beach walk detailing slips, trips and falls as a hazard, the guide will emphasise the importance of walking slowly and being aware of surroundings. 

They will also specify a strict no running policy whilst on the walk to reduce the likelihood of slips, trips and falls occurring on the walk. 

The group will be supervised at all times by the guide. 

In areas of more difficult access/egress the guide will stop the group and demonstrate the safest way down/around to the group, he will then provide assistance where needed. 

The guide will highlight any areas which will need to be avoided on the route. 
	1
	3
	3

	Safety Brief

	Injury occurring during Wight Coast Fossils safety brief due to cliff falls 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	4
	8
	Safety briefs will not be carried out at the top of the cliff or near to the edge. 

Safety briefs will not be carried out on the beach near to the cliffs. 

Safety briefs will be carried out by guides at designated meeting points off road-side or on the beach at the low-tide mark, this will eliminate risk of injury occurring through cliff falls at this time. 
	1
	4
	4

	Throwing of stones
	Throwing of stones poses a significant hazard to group members, guides, volunteers and the public, leading to potential head injuries or musculoskeletal injuries. 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	4
	8
	Groups, especially children will be told not to throw stones during the safety brief to minimise this risk. 

Children will be supervised at all times whilst on the beach by parents but also guides as well. 
	1
	4
	4

	Meeting Point

	Traffic in Car Park and meeting point at localities. 

The meeting points for walks at all localities are situated either in car parks or at the roadside pavement. This hazard could result in injury due to persons becoming involved in a vehicular impact.
	A, B, C, D
	2
	3
	6
	All personnel under Wight Coast Fossils will wear clearly identifiable uniform to allow customers to see guides quickly minimising time spent in car park. 

All guides to wait at designated meeting points and off the road itself to eliminate risk of injury by way of vehicles. 

All customers to receive email detailing exact meeting point address and postcode to reduce the likelihood of injury occurring from customers searching for meeting point 
	1
	3
	3

	Walking along the beach during Wight Coast Fossils walk
	Broken glass, fishing hooks, lines and other sharp items. 

These pose a laceration and bleed risk. 
	A, B, C, D
	3
	2
	6
	A safety brief will be conducted prior to the start of each walk where groups will be briefed on the dangers associated with a coastline setting including the presence of sharp objects on the beach. Within this, groups will be advised by guides if they see any sharp objects not to pick them up but to inform a guide. 

The guide will put the item in a sharps box and dispose of the item accordingly after the walk has finished. 
	1
	2
	2

	Lifting of/moving large rocks

	Manual handling related injuries 

Musculoskeletal injuries 

Head injuries

Crush injuries 
	B, C
	2
	3
	6
	During the safety brief carried out by guides and volunteers at the start of the walk, groups will be instructed not to lift heavy rocks at any time during the walk. 
	1
	3
	3

	Extraction of Fossils from rocks (applicable to Shanklin and St. Catherines only)
	During the walks it may be appropriate to break down some rocks in order to extract Fossils or to explain properties or concepts of certain rock types. 

This poses a risk of musculoskeletal injuries and eye injuries. 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	3
	6
	Guides will implement a minimum safe distance for customers/groups before breaking material down to eliminate risk of injury. 

Guides will don eye protection (safety googles) prior to the activity. 

Volunteers will not be permitted to break down material; this will only be done by Wight Coast Fossils guides. 
	1
	3
	3

	Walking along the beach during Wight Coast Fossils walk 
	Boggy areas (applicable to Thorness Bay, Bouldnor and Fort Victoria) 
	A, B, C, D
	2
	2
	4
	On identifying a boggy area, using their professional judgement, the guide will conduct their own dynamic risk assessment assessing if it is safe to cross. 

The group must follow the guide along the safest route. The guide will highlight any areas that must be avoided. 

	1
	2
	2

	Walking down to beach from meeting point and walking along beach during Wight Coast Fossils walk 
	Dog excrement 

Dog faeces can pose a biological hazard and result in infections occurring.
	A, B, C, D
	2
	2
	4
	During the safety brief groups will be warned to look out for dog faeces. They will be advised at this point by the guide to avoid it and not to make physical contact with the excrement. 

They will also be advised by guides to wash their hands following all walks. 
	1
	2
	2




	Risk Groups A = Wight Coast Fossils Guides; B = Wight Coast Fossils customers/groups; C = General Public; D = Volunteers 




	
	Change (brief description
	Reason (e.g. Post accident)
	Date:
	Name:

	Change / Review History:
	Risk Assessment modified to include Boggy areas into risk assessment.
	Following dynamic risk assessment carried out by guide at Thorness Bay
	26/11/2025
	Jack Wonfor

	
	Risk assessment modified to include that groups must not go near to the water must stay a safe distance away
	Post-incident  Slips, Trips and Falls near waters edge01/11/2025            
	26/11/2025
	Jack Wonfor



	Assessed by:

	Name:
	Jack Wonfor
	Role:
	Co-founder and Partner Wight Coast Fossils
	Signature:
	
	Date:
	26/11/2025

	Approved by:

	Name:
	Jack Wonfor
	Role:
	Co-founder and Partner 
Wight Coast Fossils
	Signature:
	[image: ]
	Date:
	26/11/2025



	Next Review due:
	26/11/2027



	Assessed by:

	Name:
	
	Role:
	
	Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Approved by:

	Name:
	
	Role:
	
	Signature:
	
	Date:
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	[bookmark: _heading=h.1q1019ir7e7x]LEVEL
	DESCRIPTOR
	DESCRIPTION

	1
	Very unlikely
	The event may occur only in exceptional circumstances.

	2
	Unlikely
	The event could occur at some time.

	3
	Moderate
	The event will occur at some time.

	4
	Likely
	The event could occur in most circumstances.

	5
	Very likely
	The event will occur in most circumstances.

	                                          
	

MEASURES OF SEVERITY (CONSEQUENCE)

	

	LEVEL
	DESCRIPTOR
	DESCRIPTION

	1
	Negligible
	Minor severity no first aid treatment required, minimal interruption

	2
	Minor
	Injury requiring minor first aid treatment (cuts/abrasions) able to continue with walk activity.

	3
	Serious
	Medical treatment required. Unable to continue with the walk. Moderate business interruption.

	4
	Major
	Permanent or life changing injuries. Unable to continue with the walk. 

	5
	Fatalities
	Single or multiple deaths may occur. Unable to continue with the walk. Environmental impact. Major incident. 
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RISK ASSESSMENT MATRIX - LEVEL OF RISK


	
	LIKELIHOOD

	5     Fatalities
	SEVERITY
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	4     Major
	
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	3     Serious
	
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	2     Minor
	
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	1    Negligible
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1 Very Unlikely
	2 Unlikely
	3 Moderate
	4 Likely
	5 Very Likely




	Low Risk
	Acceptable – Monitor.   

	Moderate Risk
	Acceptable - subject to guidance from Partners

	High Risk
	Unacceptable. Activity must not proceed.  
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